


Introduzione

La classe IVXA, nella settimana tra I'8 e il 14 giugno 2015, ha partecipato
a un campus internazionale che si é tenuto all'Europahaus di Aurich,
centro congressi nel Nord della Germania, insieme ad altri gruppi di
studenti di diversi Paesi: Germania, Spagna e Olanda. Durante l'incontro,
che aveva come tema il lavoro minorile, abbiamo approfondito la
tematica principale nei suoi aspetti, declinandola in diverse attivita. A
inizio mattinata ci raccoglievamo nell'aula magna per un briefing sul
tema, dopodiché prendevamo parte ai nostri laboratori. Ognuno di noi ha
scelto a quale degli otto laboratori partecipare: Musica, Arte, Teatro,
Giornalismo, Cucina, Scrittura Creativa, Video e Radio. Il nostro lavoro
all'interno di questi laboratori aveva come obiettivo quello di analizzare il
tema del lavoro minorile attraverso la forma espressiva dettata dalla
forma del laboratorio. Infine, abbiamo esposto il prodotto di ogni
workshop a tutti i partecipanti dell'incontro, nell'ultima sera di
permanenza al campus. Il laboratorio di Giornalismo ha scritto un
giornalino in inglese che é riportato di seguito, insieme ad alcune foto
scattate in vari momenti della gita. Nei laboratori abbiamo potuto
esprimerci liberamente: gli insegnanti che ci guidavano non sono stati
invasivi, al contrario ci hanno spronato a organizzarci e a cooperare per
raggiungere il miglior risultato possibile. L'incontro all'Europahaus non si
e esaurito nel creare soltanto una presentazione: anzi, la parte che piu ci
ha coinvolti ed entusiasmati € stata poter comunicare, scambiare
opinioni, confrontare culture e mondi diversi con ragazzi e ragazze di
altre nazionalita... Sfatare o confermare luoghi comuni, insegnare la
propria lingua agli altri (I'italiano era richiestissimo), sfidare gli altri ragazzi
a giochi come il ping-pong e il calcetto. Nonostante alcuni minimi
adattamenti ai modi di vivere tedeschi, lI'esperienza all'Europahaus é
stata divertente, ma al tempo stesso una prova impegnativa che
richiedeva capacita di comunicazione e di collaborazione fondamentali.
Consiglieremmo quest'esperienza ad altri studenti? Si, non tanto per cio
che si fa, ma per come la si vive.
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GIRL POWERI

b Sjahiena Rahmae

"I used to earn 57 g dav as a laborer, working
in the fields. Some days, if'] fed the childven in
the morning, [ couldn 't feed them in the evening.
We wsed folive in a small tharched hur, Tt leaked
when o rained and had no windows. We had 1o
chioose  between remt and  food. Life was
extremely difficult for ws. Though | wanted a
better life for my family, T didn 't have the means
fo achieve dr. Before Hie lvan, | wgs not
independeni, Buwe now? T am o buwsinesswomean
and the furwre seems  brighier, We were
miserable  before,  and  we're  happy now.
Grameen  Koota is doive  pood work by
rupnariing and  encowraging roegl women o
achieve fingncial independence. The men in our
village protested agains! Grameen Koo, But we
wameN joined forces and told them Grameen
Koota was jor ws owly. § feel we showld stand up
fo the men and lead them, insiead of them

=l

leading us. We women have 1o be bold and
couragecs fo aohiteve something in life, We necd
i wve our strength and fniellect fo succeed. T
have granddaughters, { want to teack them to be
independent e me, ! don | know their furure. Tn
my shop, wow ! osell only small fems. But T'm
plowning o wdd  new dtems like  slippers,
undergarments and lghi bulbs. T wish o grow
ML Busimess, but 1 don't kmow ver the size of my

next foan. 0 hove (o wait and see. ™

This is the story of Lugy, she owns a small
variety shop. A microfinance fund called
Gromeen Koolo gave her a loan of $140. she
invested this money in her shop and makes
enough money to feed her children now.

o
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Microfinances are basically loans with a small
amount. People can use this money to invest in
equipment or machines to make groducts.
These products are being sold and the profits
are used to pay the loan, rent and food.

Sabeeha fives in India with her husband and
son, Before she was 2 member of Gromeen
Koota, it was a very tough life. It was very hard
to provide one meal a day, their life was full of
struggles. She used her first loan, 5200, to set up
her shop. She sells bangles, lining material,
fabrics and some embroidery. After this loan she
got a supplementary loan of $80. This money
was used to purchase bangles and other fancy
iterns which were required in her store. She zlso



received 3 health insurance. These timely loans
have changed her lite, she hopes she will be able
to send her only child to college. She wants her
son to stuay enginearing, she wishes that he has
a securad future.

Why women are more independent with these
loans?

» ‘Women can earn money with their own

business. This way they don't have to accept

jobs with bad (health) conditions, They
aren't depending on beggarly jobs.

» The women can also feed their children.

Chile labor isn't necessary anymare, the

children can go to schaal,

» |f young girls have these loans, they don't

need Lo work 2 lot of hours in bad conditions

te get focd. This way there might be time to
go back to schoal.

« Forced or arrangsd marrizges aren’t
needful anymore, If a girl gets married she
quits school because she has to take care of
ner husband, her parents-in-law and the
householgs. As soon as the girl gets
oregnant, she is forced to stop with schoal. A
ot of parents arrange 2 marrigge for their
daughters because the parents haven't got
enough money to feed all the kids, A voung
girl also brings a dowry in the family
economy, this way arranging a marriage of 2
daughter is more lucrative than letting her
work or go to school. If parents make meoney
via micro finances, they can feed all the
children so child marrizge isn't necessary
then,

o Llso,if 2 younger girl s making meoney
with her own company, her parents will see
she can take care of herself and doesn't
need 3 hushand. Their parents don't have to

feed all the children by themselves if some

children are making their own meney. Thay
are helping the family economy without
working in bad conditions.

¢ Thess "powerwomen” are an inspiration
for ather girls. They see girls can take care of
their s2if, can make meney with their own
company and don't need a husband. The
traditionzl way of thinking is changing and
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the chances for vounger giris are growing.

What do our girls think about this?

The contrast between girls in  developing
countries and industrialized countries are wvery
big. Being married at the age of 12 s
unimaginable for & lot of girls in Furope, In
Europe, marriage means 2 lot of times being in
love, romance, happiness, starting your new
chapter. Child marriage in developing countrics
means being forced, violence, sadness and the
end of & girl’s childhood and her chances to
become something in life. These girls don't have
the cpportunity to chooss a partner, follow
education and find a job, their life is being
chasen for them, Curopean girls think this is sad
and wrong, these girls don't deserve this. But we
feel powerless, there isn't much we can da
about .

share  Lhe

& lot of European couples



households the children
together, in developing countries a lot of women
are single moms, or their husband do not help in
the households. We think this is really unfair,

but we believe it will change in the years. Slowly

and provide for

wormen i developing countries are making
progress, microfinance has a influence on this,
We think Western women could be an example
for women in developing countries, it's their
goal to zccomplish what women in the West
have accomplished. We hope we can help and

inspire them to reach this goal, A lot of women
are trying to change the thought ahout
traditional roles for men and women, it's only a
matter of time before women in developing
countries have the same chances as men.
Unfartunately, this will take a long tima, but at
least we're on our way.
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HOW DOES MICRO FINANCE WORK?

s

Pzople get less that a 100£€ loan from
banks or micro finance funds. This money
is meant to invest in local companies.

People invest this money in equioment or
machines. These tools are used to make
products. A lot of women buy fabrics and
a sewing machine,

With the materials, people make
products at their own place. They don’t
need to work in a factory anymore. A lot
of wornen decide to sew clothing.

The products are sold locally. The profits
are used to pay rent, food and repay the
lpans.

5.

Local peecple use the products,
example, a sarge.

for



Education & Happiness:

Two Different Values?

By Alessandro Coppola

Diespite the fact thatat Furopahaus we are
discussing & lot gbout child labor and the
different points of view, there may be some
questions that we prefer W ignore some-
times because of their staleness.

[CHERISE on "What does dignity

mean?”; -
Taving dignity means to stand and spesk for vour
own rights -. On the lefi Giorgio, snd on the night
Neil]

(One of the main guestions that is often
asked to introduce the theme of child labor
15: what rights can be attributed to a child
and what can we do to presarve them? “The
first thing that comes 10 my mind when I
speak about children 15 Protection and the
ability 10 create our own future,” says Neil

trom drama workshop.

Although we recognize the rights to live

prosperity and [reedom, there 18 one 1ssue
that 15 usually ignored: happiness. It 1s not
stressed as 1t should to be in mentioning hu-
man and children’s rights, although in the
American constitution, 15 underlined way
too much - believe me, 've studied that
thing. JelTerson™s Common Sense distin-
guishes USA's constitution strongly from
ours. Sadly, even the American [olk scem to
have forgotten about thetrr own promises so
badly. that they didn’l ratify the UN's con-
about

vention rights.

children’s

[BIANCA snd ALICE on “ls school what ex-
plodted children reallv need™: - It's obvious thal
powr countnes need o provide a pood aducation
lor kids so that they can change the comdition they
are Iiving in, but if they have no food and water it
coull be difficult for them o stan leaming. We
bath believe that mnstuction should be accompa-

nicd by other goods. |



S0 what about happiness? It is known that
mm many ‘developing’ countries kids are
nipped from their childhood hecause they
arc forced to work, and obliged to grow
up quickly. The solution that came up from
many diffcrent countries in these years is to
implement and assure a proper education so
they can form their own 1deas, have fun and
have a guaranteed meal.

Then I asked mysclf: “could school be com-
pared and considered as something fun?” |
asked the opinion of my Europahaus mates
and one in particular, Toby, gave me the an-
swer. lle said: “When teachers start leam-
ing from students 1t 1s fun and educational
“. Even if it is a rational answer | don’t
know why many still don’t have a general

education and why poor children that don't
have a possibility to study arc so willing to

start, The reason, says Giorgio from drama
workshop, is because we can, since we be-
long to the rich part of the world. We get
bored from school because we have the
possibility to achieve something that we de-
sire more and it’s more fun than a
forced education. In the developing coun-
trics, people see school as a really big deal,
a great alternative to the horrible reality that
surrounds them.

-The strange guy behind this text




THE HANDS OF GRANDFATHERS

by Pable Radeatz

i"sn’t it magic that you can move your
fingers just by thinking of the move-
ment? And isn’t it amazing what you can
do with them? Could you live without
these things? Do you think of them while
your looking at your
hands? Do you even
look at your hands

grab scratch throw pick wipe turn

a life without dreams and creativity or even
free time? No life. This does not only effect
children, there are also grownups suffering
from it but especially the younger genera-
tion 1s loosing its childhood. CHLDHOOD. The
strange thing we love or
hate to look back at.
The thing filled with

and be thankful for
the zoft feel they
give you?

There are so0
many children out
there who have to
waork hard  every
day, their hands are
rough and dry and
stiff. Their
look old and ex-
hausted. Hands
that originally
should be playing,

hands

drawing, pointing at

threaten bag siue defend stroke
sign ride punch dig piteh sort touch
shoot paint play rub eat join pull
cling take gesture crawi tickle shake
feel drive smoke open secure
give pinch squeeze complete Type
destroy support connect build catch
release ClOSe cover stretch break
present hit push cook pose scrawl

express reach reload twist swim

memories. The
thing which
formed our charac-
ter and is responsi-
ble for what we be-
came.

And now imaging
work and suffer
forms your person-
ality. | bet you could
not because you
wauld not have the
creativity to imag-
ine at all. So | just

want to remind you

stuff that is knew
and be shaking of
laughter while they are
with friends. But instead they are sitting
behind sewing machines or are crawling
through narrow mine shafts, draining their
energy in hard work, work which leaves no
time for dreams and creativity and what is

10

chuck protect count point beg

show get MOVe balance slap wave

of being aware of
what you are doing
with your hands be-
cause in other place of the world small old
looking hands are shooting and in the same
place small innocent hearts are being
shoot.
Stop child labowr!
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Q& A with the Cooking Worbghop

By Vialeta Ramirg Gonedler

1-\What are your goals for this workshop? What is the
message you want to leave to others?

The ficst thing they did on Monday was to brainstom, |
suppose as all of the workshops, What they menaged to pull
in conclusion was ta think ahouwl imporiant (hings such as
what's good sbout frir-trades and make the most on a tight
Hugdget which | persenally think they are really interssting
Iooice.

2-What type of food are yvou using? Is it all about
elementary food? {Why?}

On Monday Uhiz coaks woenl to the supermarkst especially to
make an enfarcement an how does the socicly here in the
“rich countries” wark, they say that nothing at all, any king
ol food had any kind of information about the background
and neither about how does this fodd bravel unt] it arrives in
the supermarket and how is it made...

Can'twe are exting food made or recollectad by kids and we
are nnt allewed 10 know Lhal? | wes talking to the cookers
and specially Laura agree with me that there had Lo bBe more
information about that and also for the peaple who are into
that kind of things because thers are people that still cars.
She zlso =zaid to me they realized when you go to &
supermarket to buy some food you most have some son of
kncwledge befare, because there s no infarmatinons af what |
was talking abouet belore,

3- What do you think malnutritien is?

Far Amz malnutrition is the fack of autrients vou necd Lo
regcht @ heslthy lite and alzo if they are children to have 3
grest growth. s alza more imporient than hunger, in her
opinicn, because it'd caused health prohlems and also il can
provoke e death of the children.

4-Where i the limit when it comes to hunger? When we
change our perspective towards
malnulrition?

Far Watilde it's almost the same and we
also agree with Andrea; bul we latked also
about the ditterence between malnutrition
and hunger. And she tells ms that for her
depends mainly on the time, hunger could
be & word you would use if 3 porson skips 8
medl g day but melnutrition could be
defined as a large period of hunger.

5-Do you think we should contribute to
heiping neady children? Wihy?

In Amas personal opinion we can't do
fiterally “anything by ourselves, thiz thing
should belong o the global oreanizations
and big companies, they are the anes who
can da somelhing  powerful  becauss
individuaily we can try bul we won't even
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hawe any resulis.

Alessandra thinks we musl show peopfe how important this
tapic s, how important and meaningful is that we are always
wasting and throwing away all stuff but some of this reuss
food could sefe a childran life.

7- What do you think of wasting food?

&g gng | talked for 2 whife about the spoilt fiood, in the
"rich countries™ we Lhrow away our food so casily and most
of the firmes wiere wasting it because it's fine. And we ik a
bit about the importance of wasting fond in this countries
and the difference betwesn our scale of values and theirs
Ernily gives @ lot of imporiance to the wasting materials and
she zlso agres with Ana in the fact of the spoill foad, in her
own words; “when 1 had to leff my home 1o came qere 1o
bhe Europataus | didn’t feft amything on my fridge, | finished
ali the Tond Lhat 1'd got 50 it weouldn't be spoilt when | came
back home and | would not have fo throw i 20 geay”

6-1f | show you these pictures, what can you tell me? What
comes to your mind?

I showed Frily, The teachor, some pictures of tood or
relazed to food, there were a hamburger, then a plate with
healtty food such as fruit and vegetables and also a pakr of
controversizgl photos ke an emply plate snd another one
which was a picture of pogr children asxing for 3 piece of
food.

She answers 8 couple of questions but the most reliakle
thing | would say was the Lopic of health, For her the picture
with hamburger and the fri=s was unhealthy QU zlso The
oo with the poor children, there we have two different
types of unhealthy.

She atan teld me about the film Super Aize
ff IUs & film or alzo an sxpenment in
wihich a oy ate only MeDonald™s lood for a
manth, al! dav for breakfast, for lunch znd
for dinner 2nd he had the challenge ta
ounrdize qll the meals. Az a2 result he weight
gnd there wara not a hig differenee and
not even in the cholestergl moasurement.
Tha thing was ihal he felt so bed and
unhealthy and o was the main problem



ReCIPe

Bagic ingredients for fRe mags of the calje
-30gr white sigar

-155gr butter

Ty

-2e50E teaspoan baking powder

155mi milk

e end they had to put it in the oven for kalf &n hour at 175"
5o it can tasie as pood as it locks in the picturs!

Activity

In this time the coaks worksd in pairs to make & cake mads

One third of the ceke was made by Laura and Sare ard it had
rnilk chocalate ang gne lemon apart from the base af the
cake, the second thisd was made By Arielle and Aleczandra, il
hiad while chocolate and 2n appie and & half 2nd e lesl
third was made by Andrea and Matilde and it had black
chooalate and ane pear.

Exceplional ingrodients:

-3 different tyvpes of chocolate: white, black and the ane etk
miltk.

-3 difterent fruits: apple, pears, #nd lemon.
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EUROPAHAUS: AN INTERESTING OPPORTUNITY

oy Gabriele Ardizzans

The story of the Europahous is long and
full of meetings and experiences, with
adults and guys. Sometimes there are
international zeminars with a large number
of guys and teachers of different countries.
During the week of the coexistence the
target of the seminars are related to the
personal, social and professional areas.
They deal with topics of daily life.
Europahaus has been working to realize
this dream for the last 60 years,

Europahaus was founded by Johannes
Dickloff from Aurich and Pastor Gaikema
from Groningen, its  goal was the
reconciliation of Dutch and Germany. This
project started in 1556. Since 1970, they
have been carfng the name of
"Europahaus”wlich 1z known by all citizens.
We interviewed some local citizens to
know their opinion about Europahaus.

There weren't anv negative opinions and
they also that the

Europahaus sometimes appears in the local

stressed a3 ot

newspaper and that it could fulfill a bigger
potential. If you don't know how it all
works, you could think that it's a normal
school, but just a day in the school and you
change your mind (fortunataly).

The theme of the meeting is “save the
children”

Through many
debates, the staff help us to express our

16

own opinions to build a really democratic
society.  Infact democracy is one of the
pillars of our social life. Since 2012 the
Europhaus is officially appointed by the
state  “Center of democracy in Lower
with  the

recognition of one of the most important

Saxony Adult Education”,
communites of Europe. MNow we can think
zbout some warkshops, this year about
child labor and the childhoad. There are 8
waorkshops. Each one has a different task
which. 1 myv honest opinien, 15 what makes all
of them wery interesting. Can you draw?
There is an art workshop. Can you play an
instrument? No problem, there is a2 music
workshop. Each student can choose a
workshop.

(The drama workshop is working)

The purpose of these workshops are also
students from different

to socialize with

nationalities to work in harmony to be
happy, to create opinions and ideas,
These waorkshops mun throughout the day



with coffebreaks, where you can relax and
discuss  the daily program. The volunteers
that work here found a2 lot of ways for us to
socialize. An example: each student every
day has to write a letter to a “secret”
friend.

Every ewvening, after dinner, the letter
goes to its correspondent. This creates a
nice atmosphere and it is seen as a way to

keep in touch with the person and part of
life.

There have been other experiments
focused on the main theme of the meeting,
An example is the social experiment of

Every student and
teacher toock aplace either at the

Tuesday's dinner.

“Industrialized Country tables or at
the "Developing Country ones.

For the lucky students who picked
the “Industry country” note there wasn't
limitation for the buffet and the guantity of
the dinner. On the contrary the unlucky
ones had to eat a small pertion of white
rice, waler .. stop.

However, the waiters were good enough
Lo serve us all with a decent portion of
food. | can give a positive feedback

for this experiment: students and teachers
could experience  the role of the children
and the poor familiesin  marginalized
and exploited countries.  Instead,

| didn’t like the organization of the

experiment. Infact the dinner ended with
plenty of food  left over and wasted (this
wasn't 3 good example of consistency). The
other negativeaspectis that

very hungry... After dinner we all went to

[ was still

play bowling. It was a good idea to make
everyone happy and.. forget the poor
dinner... It may have baen for the poor dinner

that | played so bad...

1A moment of a2 bowling' smatch)

17



There will be a presentation of every
workshops at the end of the meeting. on
Thursday evening. | hope to see a lot of
good works!! Art, Creative writing, Cooking
and every workshop in Europahaus gives a
smile to those are plagued by problems,
and with a smile you can give hope and
confidence for a better world. | hope that
this experience can help every-body.

(A blackbird in the Europahaus garden)
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{so here | am)

-Gabriele Ardizzone
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Laboratorio di Giornalismo - Magazine Workshop




Laboratorio Artistico - Art Workshop




Laboratorio di Cucina - Cooking Workshop




Alcuni alunni della classe IVXA - serata alla pista da
bowling di Aurich

Some students of the IVXA class — evening at the
bowling alley in Aurich




Laboratorio di Scrittura Ceativa - Creative
Writing Workshop




